
Moulsham Infant School 
Motivate, Inspire, Succeed 

March newsletter— 26th March 

Wishing everyone a lovely  

holiday and Happy Easter. 

This half term , only being 5 weeks has flown by. The children 

have, as always, been very busy and continue to work hard.  

Our EYFS classes have all done their first class assemblies and 

what a treat these have been. Thank you to all the parents/carer 

who were able to come and be part of these days. Of course a 

huge well done to the children and staff for all their hard work. 

Year 1 had an amazing day with History off the page learning 

about life in a castle. They were fully immersed in the day and 

several times children over heard saying ‘it was the best day 

ever’. Many thanks to the parents who kindly volunteered to help 

on the day—events like this can only happen when we have pa-

rental support. 

Year 2 took part in their Aviation Day, having the opportunity to 

question a pilot about his job and then put their creative and sci-

entific skills to the test when creating a flying object. 

After the Easter break we have more events to look forward to 

including for EYFS a visit from Eden Oasis—we are not aware of 

which amazing creatures they will be bringing this time. We will 

also be having  eggs delivered that we will be watching and 

waiting for them to hatch. Year 1 classes will be visiting Oaklands 

museum to learn about  the history of our local area. Year 1s will 

also have their class assemblies and open mornings. 

We hope you all have a restful Easter break and look forward to 

welcoming the children back to school on Tuesday 14th April— 

Monday 13th is a non pupil day. 

 

This includes 

food products 

with nuts in 

them, such as 

Nutella and 

cereal bars. 

Please ensure 

there are no 

nut products 

brought into 

school. 

SCHOOL DINNERS 

When we return 

after the holiday we 

will be week 3 of 

the menu. Please 

ensure your child 

brings a packed 

lunch if they have 

not ordered a hot 

meal. Please inform 

the office if there 

are any changes to 

your child’s choices. 

Please remem-

ber to name all 

your children’s 

clothes – then 

we can return 

them. 

REMINDER 
Snack brought in from home, should be fruit or vegetables. Fruit 
strings and similar fruit based items like these are not accepta-
ble and the children will be asked to take them home and given 
a snack from school.  
Thank you for your co-operation with this. 

Important dates 

13th April– NON 

PUPIL DAY 

14th April– Chil-

dren return to 

school 

16 April– Dental 

Team to see EYFS 

17th April– Science 

day 

27th April– Eden 

Oasis visiting EYFS 

1st May– Sycamore 

class assembly and 

open morning 

4th May– BANK 

HOLIDAY 

8th May– Haw-

thorn class assem-

bly and open morn-

ing 

15th May– Chest-

nut assembly and 

open morning  

 



Social Media groups 

Whilst these groups are a useful way for parents to 

share reminders, and social matters. Please ensure 

that any concerns regarding your child’s education 

are  discussed directly with the school (via the 

school office or directly with your child’s teacher /

Headteacher) as per our complaints policy.  

Thank you for your co-operation. 

 

 

Mobile phones 

Please adhere to our policy in school that when vis-

iting school for open mornings / afternoon and 

event days mobile phones must not be used / in 

sight whilst in the school building. You will be chal-

lenged by staff if you are seen to be using your 

phone in school. The only exception to this is that 

during a class assembly / school production we al-

low you to take photos / videos. As 

always stated at these events we 

ask you not to post anything that 

has other children in them.  

Thank you. 

 

Backpacks 

Reminder—backpacks should not be brought 

into school. We do not have the facilities to 

store backpacks safely in the classrooms or 

cloakrooms. Children should bring their reading 

book and reading diary into school in a book 

bag—these are then stored in trays in the class-

room and PE bags are hung on the children’s 

pegs. Both book bags / reading folders and PE 

bags are available to buy in the school office. 

Thank you. 

Achievements Board 

 

As you will hopefully know we have an achieve-

ments board in the corridor by the hall. 

If your child receives a certificate for an activity 

they do out of school please encourage them to 

bring it in so we can take their photo and added 

to the board. 

We feel it is very important to recognise and 

celebrate all children’s achievements. 

 

Message from SMILE- 

 

There is currently no SMILE class rep for Year 2 

Hazel class. The role involves forwarding post-

ers and specific important messages from 

SMILE to the Hazel class WhatsApp group. Its an 

easy and vital role, if you are able to help please 

email SMILE at: smilepta2021@outlook.com. 

Thank you so much, Team SMILE. 

 

 

Request for spare clothes 

If your child borrows clothes from our spare 

clothes stock in school, please can you wash 

and return them as soon as possible. 

We are running short of supplies—especially  

underwear sand tights so any donations that 

are no longer used / fitting please pass to the 

office to replenish our stocks. 

Many thanks 



Attendance —

February 

 

This winners of the best class attendance are as 

follows:- 

EYFS  -   Oak —98.8% 

Year 1 -  Hawthorn —  96.2% 

Year 2 –  Holly —97.6% 

Well done to these 3 classes. 

 

School Attendance 

As you may be aware school attendance is a national priority for all schools across the country. It is also 

one of our  school’s areas for development from our most recent Ofsted inspection. Tracking attend-

ance and absence has always been a priority at MIS. You may be aware that part of the system we have 

in place is communicating with parents about  children’s attendance and any concerns we have about 

this. The golden percentage for attendance has always been 95%. Therefore when we carry out half 

termly monitoring, we contact parents to keep them updated. If you do not receive a letter you know 

your child’s attendance is not a concern. 

When do we contact parents with regards to attendance? 

Attendance of 95% or above will not receive any communication as this is the desired percentage. 

Attendance between 93-94.9% are identified as being a group to be aware of and monitor. No letter is 

sent. 

Attendance between 90 - 92.9% - a letter from the class teacher is sent out to inform the parents that 

their child’s attendance is at a level that is of concern and is at risk of becoming persistent.  

Attendance below 90% is classified as persistent absenteeism. Therefore this will trigger a more formal 

letter from the school office. These letters that are sent out follow a template that we are required to 

use. 

Some frequently asked questions 

My child has been in school everyday this half term but I have still been sent a letter - this is because the 

percentage is across the academic year so if attendance was low at the start of the academic year it will 

take time to increase over the course of the year. 

Are authorised absences still counted as an absence? - yes, authorised absences are still an absence as 

the child is not in school. Therefore medical appointments are counted within absences. 

Attendance —

information 

 

Our whole school attendance is currently 

95.5%. 

This is above the current national average of 

94.9% and the current local average of  94.7%. 

This is excellent. Thank you to all our families 

who are supporting us in this target from out 

last OFSTED inspection 







Year group update 

Year 2 have had a busy Spring Term. In English, following on from our leaflets about Amelia Earhart, 

we had a fantastic ’Aviation Day’. We were lucky enough to have a visit from Pilot Captain Paul who 

told us all about how he trained to be a pilot and his journey to becoming a captain. The rest of the 

day was spent experiment with how things fly, creating flying objects and then flying them on the 

playground. It was a great day!  Following this, in our English lessons we have rewritten the tradition-

al tale of The Magic Porridge Pot and created some incredible descriptive writing about a migrating 

bird’s journey to South Africa. 

In maths we have been learning about measurement—investigating and learning about length, mass 

and capacity. As always we are so impressed with how hard the children are working in their maths 

lessons.  

What are we learning next? 

In maths we are continuing  to revise pre-

viously taught strategies such as addition, 

subtraction and multiplication. We are 

moving on to learn about fractions and 

time. 

It is always helpful to children if they can 

consistently be exposed to everyday 

maths skills of time and money. In school 

children learn to tell the time using an an-

alogue clock, starting with o’clock and half 

past. With money, we learn about the 

different coins and notes, and how to give 

change. 

We will continue to send home a reading 

book and a library ‘treasure’ book every 

week. We read every day in school. We 

are starting to learn more about compre-

hension and answering written questions 

about what we have read.  

We are continuing to practise using our 

phonics knowledge and we are learning 

new spelling rules. Within our English, we 

are continuing to embed sentence struc-

ture, spelling and handwriting. 

What we can do at home to help. 

Please continue to use the Hit the Button website to 

practise maths skills including times tables.  Hit the 

Button - Quick fire maths practise for 6-11 year olds 

  

It would be very helpful if you could please try to 

show your child how to read an analogue clock—

starting with o’clock and half past. Even just exposing 

them to hearing you say what the time is at different 

parts of the day will help them to start to understand 

this quite tricky concept. Please also try to expose 

them to how money works, and if possible, the value 

of different coins and notes. 

Please continue to hear your child read regularly. Al-

so, please read stories to your child as we know listen-

ing to stories is beneficial to their reading develop-

ment. Asking questions about what you or they have 

read helps develop their comprehension skills. 

Please encourage your child to write whenever possi-

ble. We have worked a lot on improving our writing 

by adding adjectives to describe,  and writing longer 

sentences. Notes, lists, cards etc are all a good way of 

practising handwriting and spelling. We have been 

working  

Spotlight on Year Two 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button







